A SERIOUS ASSAULT
We need not tell you how serious this political assault is for worker and community health and safety: the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, the National Institute for Environmental Health Sciences are all under severe Congressional attack. At this writing in December 1995, things are looking bad.
What is looking good are the signs of recovery on the left. Change in the leadership of the AFL·CIO is a breath of fresh air -one hopes for a monsoon. The new president, John J. Sweeney, supported the integration of occupational safety and health into the organizing effort of the Service Employees International Union. Perhaps an upsurge in AFL-CIO organizing activity will strengthen and invigorate the national occupational safety and health effort. We hope that new resources will be used to expand the AFL-CIO's Health and Safety Department.
For public health professionals, another recent hopeful sign was the election of Barry Levy, a contributor to and a member of New Solutions' editorial board, to the presidency of the American Public Health Association. Dr. Levy is a public health activist with broad experience in occupational and environmental health, and in international health. We hope that the combination of Levy and Fernando Trevino, the new executive director of APHA, will lead to a more politically visible public health movement.
NEW ENERGY IN COALITIONS
The environmental justice movement is another piece of this puzzle. There is exciting new energy in the emerging coalitions of African-Americans, native Americans, Latinos, Asian-Americans, and other minorities. There is some danger that the desperate need for jobs in these communities will sidetrack the health and environment initiatives, but for the first time we see environmental issues on a broad social agenda. This is an essential aspect of building an effective alternative to social meanness and the unrestricted market.
Years ago, Charles Noble cautioned us that it was essential to get occupational health on the broad social agenda, or what gains we had won would be sacrificed in the struggle for employment. The idea of work environment justice has not gained the currency it deserves; occupational safety and health is not only a trade union issue. The social regulation of private economic activity in the interest of human health and environment is fundamental to civilized states in an advanced capitalist era.
